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Protected yet pressured
Protected areas are increasingly recognized
as an essential way to safeguard biodiversity.
Although the percentage of land included in
the global protected area network has
increased from 9 to 15%, Jones et al. found
that a third of this area is inSuenced by
intensive human activity. Thus, even
landscapes that are protected are
experiencing some human pressure, with only
the most remote northern regions remaining
almost untouched.
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Abstract
In an era of massive biodiversity loss, the
greatest conservation success story has
been the growth of protected land globally.
Protected areas are the primary defense
against biodiversity loss, but extensive

Science
Vol 360, Issue 6390
18 May 2018

Table of Contents
Print Table of Contents
Advertising (PDF)
ClassiZed (PDF)
Masthead (PDF)

ARTICLE TOOLS

 Email  Download Powerpoint

 Print  Save to my folders

 Alerts  Request Permissions

 Citation tools  Share

SIMILAR ARTICLES IN:

PubMed
Google Scholar






1,2,* 3 2,4



View Full Text ▶

 

 

 

 

Log in |  My account  |

Search
Home News Journals Topics Careers

 

http://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http://science.sciencemag.org/content/360/6390/788
https://twitter.com/share?url=http://science.sciencemag.org/content/360/6390/788&text=One-third%20of%20global%20protected%20land%20is%20under%20intense%20human%20pressure
https://plus.google.com/share?url=http://science.sciencemag.org/content/360/6390/788
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/360/6390/788
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/360/6390/788/tab-figures-data
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/360/6390/788/tab-article-info
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/360/6390/788/tab-e-letters
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/360/6390/788/tab-pdf
http://science.sciencemag.org/lookup/doi/10.1126/science.aap9565
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/360/6390
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/360/6390
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/360/6390.toc
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/360/6390.toc.pdf
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/sci/360/6390/local/advertising.pdf
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/sci/360/6390/local/classified.pdf
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/sci/360/6390/local/masthead.pdf
http://science.sciencemag.org/
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/360/6390/788.powerpoint
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/360/6390/788.full-text.pdf
http://science.sciencemag.org/
http://science.sciencemag.org/
https://s100.copyright.com/AppDispatchServlet?publisherName=AAAS&publication=sci&title=One-third%20of%20global%20protected%20land%20is%20under%20intense%20human%20pressure&publicationDate=2018-05-18&author=Kendall%20R.%20Jones%2COscar%20Venter%2CRichard%20A.%20Fuller%2CJames%20R.%20Allan%2CSean%20L.%20Maxwell%2CPablo%20Jose%20Negret%2CJames%20E.%20M.%20Watson&contentID=sci%3B360/6390/788&volumeNum=360&issueNum=6390&startPage=788&endPage=791&numPages=4&copyright=Copyright%20%C2%A9%202018%20The%20Authors%2C%20some%20rights%20reserved%3B%20exclusive%20licensee%20American%20Association%20for%20the%20Advancement%20of%20Science.%20No%20claim%20to%20original%20U.S.%20Government%20Works.%20http%3A//www.sciencemag.org/about/science-licenses-journal-article-reuseThis%20is%20an%20article%20distributed%20under%20the%20terms%20of%20the%20Science%20Journals%20Default%20License.&orderBeanReset=true&coll_id=ECOLOGY&section=R
http://science.sciencemag.org/
http://science.sciencemag.org/
http://science.sciencemag.org/lookup/external-ref?link_type=MED_NBRS&access_num=29773750
http://science.sciencemag.org/lookup/google-scholar?link_type=googlescholar&gs_type=related&author%5B0%5D=Kendall%2BR.%2BJones&author%5B1%5D=Oscar%2BVenter&author%5B2%5D=Richard%2BA.%2BFuller&author%5B3%5D=James%2BR.%2BAllan&author%5B4%5D=Sean%2BL.%2BMaxwell&author%5B5%5D=Pablo%2BJose%2BNegret&author%5B6%5D=James%2BE.%2BM.%2BWatson&title=One-third%2Bof%2Bglobal%2Bprotected%2Bland%2Bis%2Bunder%2Bintense%2Bhuman%2Bpressure&publication_year=2018&path=content/360/6390/788
http://science.sciencemag.org/user/login?destination=/front
http://www.sciencemag.org/subscribe/my-account
http://science.sciencemag.org/
http://www.sciencemag.org/
http://www.sciencemag.org/news
http://www.sciencemag.org/journals
http://www.sciencemag.org/topics
http://www.sciencemag.org/careers


against biodiversity loss, but extensive
human activity within their boundaries can
undermine this. Using the most
comprehensive global map of human
pressure, we show that 6 million square
kilometers (32.8%) of protected land is under
intense human pressure. For protected areas
designated before the Convention on
Biological Diversity was ratiZed in 1992, 55%
have since experienced human pressure
increases. These increases were lowest in
large, strict protected areas, showing that
they are potentially effective, at least in some
nations. Transparent reporting on human
pressure within protected areas is now
critical, as are global targets aimed at efforts
required to halt biodiversity loss.
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